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BIBLE SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


From the Ninth Report of the Bible Society of Philadelphia it 
appears, that there have been issued by that Institution during 
the past year, 1850 Bibles, and 3500 New Testaments, for gratu» 
itous distribution ; and that 9017 Bibles and New Testaments trom 
their small stereotype plates, and 1250 New Testaments from 
their octavo plates, have been sold to different Societies and As- 
sociations. These make the aggregate number of Bibles and New 
Testaments published by the Society ‘since its institution to be 
76,850. 

Great benefit has resulted from the establishment of Bible Asso- 
ciations in that city and its suburbs. They have been highly use- 
ful, not only in distributing the sacred oracles to many destitute 
families, but have also added considerably to the funds of the pa- 
rent institution. 

A donation of one thousand dollars was during the year received 
by the Society, from the executors of the late Robert Montgome- 
ty, Esq. and one of five hundred dollars from the Female Bible 
Society of Philadelphia. 

Their octavo plates for the Old Testament have recently atrived 
from England. 

- The Managers contemplate in the course of the present year to 
send agents through the State, to ascertain the want of Bibles, and 
to form Auxiliary County Societies. 

The Report notices the National Institution in the following 
words :— 

‘* Shortly after the last Report, intelligence was received of the 
establishment of the American Bible Society. While the Mana- 
gers believe that, under present circumstances, this Society will 
be most useful by continuing to act agreeably to their original de- 
sign, they feel disposed most cordially to wish success to the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, as well as to other similar institutions, and de- 
voutly pray, that it may become as powerful an instrument in dis- 
seminating the Holy Scriptures as the founders of it contemplate.” 

24 
ALBANY RIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extract from the 6th Annual Report, February 7, 1817. 

The last year will ever be distinguished in the history of the 
charitable efforts of the age. We have seen the American Bible 
Society established, with an unanimity only equalled by the unri- 
valled wisdom of its Constitution, aad the liberal spirit of its pro- 
visions This grand Institution, embracing Christians of every 
denomination, is calculated to concentrate the charities and direct 
the energies of the western world. Its constitution is so balanced, 
that every sectarian spirit is withered by its operation, and party is 
fest in the perfection of its character, and the immensity of its ob- 
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jects. The Albany Bible Society, represented in the conventiog 
which established this best and most useful Institution in our land, 
has increased its own importance, and will facilitate its operations, 
by having become a constituent member of the Great Bible House- 
hold. 

American Christians will now act in concert. They will form 
one grand body of union, strength, and firmness. Local Bible So- 
cieties were but stars in the great moral hemisphere, and though 
shining, still showed it was night ;—they are now collected into a 
sun producing day, and its light will visit and cheer the darkest 
corners of the earth. 

The multiplication of Bible Societies in thie state since the form- 
ation of this Society, has circumscribed the Jimits of our fields of 
labour. Notwithstanding, we have distributed the past year 769 
Bibles, and 110 New Testaments. A part of these were sent to 
Detroit, to be distributed under the direction of Mr. Monteith. 
We have heard from him that they were much needed, and that 
they had been thankfully received and usefully disposed of. He 
has secured to the army in that place the privilege of reading this 
precious word, and at the same time effectually prevented the sol- 
diers from selling or destroying it. He has been assisted by some 
of our distinguished officers on that station. Since our Bibles were 
received, a society has been formed at Detroit, and it is believed 
that that destitute and important section of our country will now 
be fully supplied. 

Several copies have also been sent to Essex County, and have 
been judiciously distributed through a very destitute region. 

The Treasurer’s account is subjoined. His disbursements the 
Jast year amounted to $1388 25. He has now on hand $413 25; 
and 220 small and 48 large Bibles, and 239 Testaments. 

—_—_~— 
NEW HAMPSHIRE BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extract from the Fifth Report. 

Tn fulfilling the trust which has been committed to your execu- 
tive officers, they have purchased, during the last year, 800 Bibles 
and 1000 Testaments. The whole number purchased for the So- 
ciety since its commencement in 1812, amounts to 4700 Bibles, 
and 1500 Testaments, making a total of 6200 copies. 

Your Board have also appropriated, the last year, the sum of 
$400 for supplying some of our brethren with the Scriptures, in 
the south-western region of the United States. The above sum 
has been transmitted to Mr. Ralston, the Treasurer of the Philadel} - 
phia Bible Society, and invested in Bibles of their stereotype im- 

ression ; of which one half were forwarded to the Louisiana Bible 
@ciety, and the other half to the Connecticut Reserve Bible Soci- 
ety. 

_ the late Reports of the above-named Bible Societies, we 
are happy to learn that the Bibles forwarded to them by Mr. Ral- 
ston as a donation from this Society, were duly received. Your 
donation to the Connecticut Reserve Bible Society is thus noticed 
in their last Report: ‘* This seasonable and generous donation 
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from the New-Hampsbire Bible Society, fills our hearts with joy, 
and merits a return of our most cordial thanks. While many 
around us are much more destitute. than ourselves, your Trustees 
conceived it a duty to apply this donation for their relief. One 
hundred of the Bibles have accordingly been destined for Huron, 
and two hundred and fifty for the Michigan ‘Territory. This re- 
gion, which is probably as destitute of the Scriptures a8 any por- 
tion of the western country, has hitherto attracted little attention. 
The Bibles are now on their way to the places of destination : and 
the better to fulfil the benevolent wishes of our Christian brethren 
in New-Hampshire, a person employed in the service of the Mis- 
sionary Society of Connecticut has engaged to take charge of their 
distribution.” 

From our general depository in Concord, 1000 Bibles and 600 
Testaments have, the last year, been delivered to members and 
agents for charitable distribution. 

It is a humbling consideration, that we, as a Nation, have done 
so little in this noble cause ; and that so many thousands, even in 
our own land, are still unsupplied with the sacred Scriptures. 

Our Bible Societies have also been without any centre of action, 
or bond of union; being scattered from Maine. to Georgia—from 
the Atlantic to the Mississippi ; and consequently our efforts, though 
well intended, have been disjointed and inefficacious to a great de- 
gree—but thanks be to God that far brighter prospects of success 
in this cause are now opening tu ourview. <A National Bible So- 
ciety has been formed, which will concentrate the energies and 
liberal contributions of a numerous people. 

‘« THe American Bisite Socievy” was instituted in May last, 
in the city of New-York. A Convention of Delegates from Bible 
Societies assembled for the purpose. ‘Their discussion of the sub- 
ject was frank, animated, and conciliatory. And although they 
came from different sections of the United States, and were of va- 
rious religious denominations, yet they were of one heart and of 
one mind, as to the grand object of their convention. Such was 
the harmony of their whole proceedings—such the unanimity with 
which they adopted the “'onstitution of a National Institution, as 
to inspire the liveliest emotions of gratitude, and elicit tears of joy 
trom many eyes. 

The smiles of the King of Zion appear to rest on this Institution. 
{mpressive strains of eloquence are heard in its support. A pow- 
erful ** appeal to the Christians of America”’ in its behalf, has issu- 
ed from the press. I'he rich are pouring their offerings into its 
treasury, and the poor are swelling the amount with their generous 
donations: and already has a very considerable numberot Bible 
Societies become its auxiliaries. .In the space of four months, this 
Society has received more money than the British and Foreign 
Bible Society received during the two first years of its operations. 
May its funds be augmented from all parts of the Union, and its 
career be as glorious as that of any sister institution on the face of 
the earth. May its income and munificence annually increase un- 
til the whole world is filled with Bibles. 
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{From the Treasurer’s Report it appears that the balance on band 
at the close of the preceding year, (Sept. 1815,) was $1422 89-— 
the amount of receipts to Sept. 1816 was $1140 85. ‘I'he amount 
disbupsed during the last year $1415 24, leaving a balance in the 
Treasury of $1148 50.] 

—_—— oo 
KENTUCKY AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extract from the First Report, read before the Society at Frankfort, 
on the 3d day of April, 1817. 

From the tecent organization of this Society, it is not to be ex- 
pected, that more could have been done by the Managers than to 
originate some plans for future operations. Immediately after 
their appointment by you in last September, the Managers entered 
into a correspondence with the American Bible Society relative to 
the procurement of a set of stereotype plates for the Scriptures. 

It is with great pleasure we inform the Society that our Cor- 
responding Secretary has been notified that a set of plates were in 
preparation, which were designed for the use of the Kentucky Aux- 
iliary Society. 4t is expected that by this time they are nearly 
completed, and it is hoped that in the course of the approaching 
summer they will be in this country. This circumstance alone 
opens an extended field of usefulness and labour to this Society. 

Since the formation of the Kentucky Auxiliary Bible Society, 
three other Bible Societies have been formed in the State. One 
of these is in Lexington, and is styled -* the Kentucky Independent 
Bible Seciety,” of which Jeho Bradford, Esq. is President, and 
William M‘Bean Secretary. The other two are auxiliary to the 
American Bible Society, the one at Bardstown, the other at Spring- 

field. Who their officers are we have not been advertised. We 
hail all these Societies as fellow-labourers with us in the vineyard 
of God, The Managers have appointed a committee of corres- 
pondence, the object of which is to effect, if possible, an union of 
effort with these societies in the grand work of distributing the 
Scriptures. | 

It cannot fail to comfort the hearts and strengthen the hands of 
all the friends of the Bible, and the lovers of the Saviour, to learn 
that the American Bible Society has commenced its operations un- 
der circumstances highly auspicious, and that they have ordered 
six sets of stereotype plates to be cast, which are to be located in 
various parts of the United States, where they are most wanted and 
can be most beneficial. It is also highly gratifying to learn, that 
not less than 84 Societies have become auxiliary to the National 
Society, and that upwards of 30,000 dollars have been paid into 
the hands of the Treasurer. ‘Thus the energies of our country are 
about to be concentrated. ‘Thus a mighty effort is making to add 
to the splendid list of our national blessings, the rare felicity of 
furnishing every poor man’s cottage, even upon our most distant 
frontiers, with a Bible,—of ingrafting the love of country and the 
love of peace, upon the fear of God and the sweet charities of the 
Gospel. We anticipate with exultation the influence that these ane 
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correspondent reflections will have upon the great mass of society’. 
Surely every individual will wish to participate in this good work, te 
lay if it should be but one little stone in the stupendous fabri¢ 
which patriotism, philanthropy, benevolence, arid grace are’ how 
erecting in our world. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers : 

His Excellency Gov. Slaughter, President ; John Brown, Esq. 
ist Vice-President ; Col. James Trotter, 2d Vice-President; John 
Rowan, Esq. 3d Vice-President ; James Blythe, D. D. Corréspond- 
ing Secretary; Dr. James Fishback, Recording Secretary; Majot 
Alexander Parker, Treasurer ; Mr. Thomas T. Skillman, Steward. 

+o 
PHILADELPHIA FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Third Report, March 26, 1817. 

According to the Treasurer’s report, $1443.31 have been: reé- 
ceived, and $ 1305.49 expended. 

Six hundred and fifty Bibles have been disposed of; of these, 
fifty have been of the large Octavo Bible for aged persons. 

At no preceding period has the benevolence of our citizens been 
more active : the temporal wants of the indigent ave now, in very 
many instances, relieved. Food, raiment and homes, are provided 
for them: but this is not sufficient. Our great master has said’, 
‘* Man shall not live by bread alone, but by the word of God.’’ 
And who that fias tasted of this heavenly food, that has experienced 
the consolation of the “ still small voice” whispering peace to the 
wounded conscience, and mitigating the anguish of a broken‘heart, 
does not wish, anxiously wish, to’ administer the same balm of 
Gilead to-every human being. 

We are exhorted to “ stir up the Gift of God that is in’ ws?” 
What is this precious gift? is it not the grace of our Lord Jesus’ 
Christ, which is given to every sincere behever who seeks for it’; 
given as our monitor, guide, support and comfort? But’ to whon 
is this blessing given? who are the petitioners ? Certainly thosé 
who have heard the gospel promises.—But there are many who’ 
have never heard of them; and “ how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” The Bible itself, in the full force of divine power, 
must be the preacher sent. On us it is incumbent to act as the 
missionary of the most High! and by bestowing the Bible, we 
best fulfil the duty of a missionary. It will penetrate where a 
preacher can never reach; it will reach, where he cannot be’ 
heard ; it will reprove, alarm, advise, and console in solitude, 
where no passion, no prejudice can interfere to drown its voice. 
Of those Bibles millions may be sent forth, and that Volume, con- 
ceived in the councils of eternal mercy, containing the wonderous 
story of redeeming love, and blazing with the lustre of Jehovali’s 
glory,—that Volume, pre-eminently calculated to soften the heart, 
sanctify the affections, and elevate the soul of man, may, by the 
exertions of a few females, be conveyed to those abodes which 
have never been illumined,—to those regions, where its glad tid- 
ings have never been proclaimed. If more is necestary to be a@- 
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duced, permit the Managers to revive to your recollection, an 
address of a respectable clergyman of our own city, in which he 
thus describes the benefits which may result from the donation of 
a single Bible. ‘* The poor man to whom it is given, reads it in 
his family ; its divine light beams upon his scul—he feels its con- 
verting power—he becomes a new man—a Christian: he sets up 
the worship of God in his family, and instructs his children in the 
knowledge of the holy scriptures ; he dies in faith,—his soul as- 
cends to Heaven, and there, among its glorious inhabitants, he 
praises God, for the gift of a Bible. His children, imitating his 
pious example, and feeling the power of Divine Truth on their 
hearts, erect family altars to their God: their children follow the 
same example, and thus a stream of piety, issuing from the gift of 
a single Bible, may, in the course of time, flow through a thousand 
families ; and in the last day, the Universe may be astonished at 
the beneficial consequences, which infinite wisdom and divine 
sovereignty may connect with a single act of christian charity. 
Who is not affected by this thought ? Who is not ready to exclaim 
—I will make the experiment—I will give a bible to the poor 
man and his family.” 

Illustrative of this, is the following authentic recital : A member 
of this Society, in visiting the ‘poor to distribute ‘* the heavenly 
treasure,” met with a female in bad health, who had been awaken- 
ed to a sense of her lost state by nature, and was anxiously seek- 
ing that peace ‘‘ which the world cannot give :” she was too poor 
to purchase a Bible, but by a providential ‘occurrence, she met 
with one leaf of the New Testament, containing the third chapter 
of St. John’s gospel ; *this single leaf of God’s precious word was 
her only comfort through all her trouble of mind and distressing 
sickness : this leaf had been so frequently read, that her memory 
perfectly retained every word of it, and her remark was, that if 
a portion of the Bible was precious, what a treasure must the whole 
he! A Bible was then given to her, and received with the greatest 
thankfulness, 

Some weeks after this interview, the lady (who had bestowed 
this best of gifts) received a visit from this grateful person, who, 
with tears of joy, expressed her thankfulness for the invaluable 
present she had been favoured with, stating, that in reading it, 
the Lord had blessed her, and filled her soul with joy and peace 
in believing. She added, that through her prayers and the. reading 
of this holy word of God to a dying child, the means had been 
blessed, and the child departed with a joyful hope of an happy 
immortality beyond the grave. On another occasion, the same 
lady had her attention arrested as she passed a small hut, by hear- 
ing the voice of prayer :—it was evening ;——-she approached the 
door, and heard distinctly thanksgiving ascending to the Almighty 
for the benevolence of those ladies who had established a Society 
for distributing the word of God to the poor. The prayer evident. 


ly alluded to the conversion of the individual through the instru- 
mentality of one of those Bibles. 

















The Pope’s Bull against Bible Societies 


(From the Evangelical Magazine.) 
THE POPE'S NEW BULL. 


* Rev. Sir, To the Editor. 

Having observed in a morning paper of this day (April 10,) a 
loose translation of an important Papal document, which will pro- 
bably be quoted for generations to come, | send you a more literal 
version, together with the Latin itself; that you may compare them, 
and print the English for the information of your readers. 

i am, &c. ScuvTATOR. 

P. 8. I shall immediately publish both the Latin and English, 
at Mr. Hatchard's, with Notes and Illustrations. 


TRANSLATION OF THE BULL AGAINST BIBLE SOCIETIES, ISSUED JUNE 
29, 1816, 
By Pope Pius VII. to the Archbishop of Gnesn, Primate of Poland. 
PIUS P. P. VII. 
VENERABLE BroTHerR, 
Health and Apostolic Benediction. 

In our last letter to you we promised, very soon, to return an 
answer to your’s; in which you have appealed to this Holy See, 
in the name of the other Bishops of Poland, respecting what are 
called Bible Societies, and have earnestly inquired of us what 
you ought to do in this affair. We long since, indeed, wished to 
comply with your request ; but an incredible variety of weighty 
concerns have so pressed upon us on every side, that, till this day, 
we could not yield to your solicitation. 

We have been most truly shocked at this most crafty device, 
by which the very foundations of religion are undermined ; and 
having, because of the great importance of the subject, conferred in 
Council with our venerable brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy 
Roman Church, we have, with the utmost care and attention, 
deliberated upon the measures proper to be adopted by our Pon- 
tifical authority, in order to remedy and abolish this pestilence 
as far as possible. In the mean time, we heartily congratulate 
you, venerable Brother, and we commend you again and again in 
the Lord, as it is fit we should, upon the singular zeal you have dis- 
played under circumstances so dangerous to Christianity, in having 
denounced to the Apostolic See, this defilement of the Faith, so 
imminently dangerous to souls. And although we perceive that it 
is not at all necessary to excite him to activity who is making haste, 
since of your own accord you have already shown an ardent desire 
to detect and overthrow the impious machinations of these inno- 
vators; yet, in conformity with our office, we again and again ex- 
hort you, that whatever you can achieve by power, provide for 
by counsel, or effect by authority, you will daily execute with 
the utmost earnestness, placing yourself as a wall for the House 
of Israel. 

With this view we issue the present Brief, viz. that we may 
convey to you a signal testimony of our approbation of your ex- 
cellent conduct, and also may endeavour therein still more and 
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more to excite your pastoral solicitude and diligence. For the 
general good imperiously requires you to combine al] your means 
and energies to frustrate the plays which are prepared by its ene- 
mies for the destructiqn of our most holy Religion : whence it be- 
comes an Episcopal duty, that you first of all expose the wicked- 
ness of this nefarious scheme, as you have already doneso admirably, 
to the view of the faithful, and openly publish the same, accord- 
ing to the rules prescribed by the Church, with all the erudition 
and wisdom which you. possess ; namely, ‘* That the isible print- 
ed by Hereticks is to be numbered among other prohibited Books, 
coiformably to the Rules of the Index, (§ No. 2 and 3,) for it is 
evident from experience, that the Holy Scriptures, when circulated 
in the vulgar tongue, have, through the temerity of men, produced 
more harm than benefit,” (Rule [V.) And this is the more to be 
dreaded in times so depraved, when our holy religion is assailed 
from every quarter with great cugniug and effort, and the most 
_ grievous wounds are inflicted on the Church. It is therefore ne- 
cessary to adhere to the salutary Decree of the Congregation of 
the Index, (June 13, 1757,) that no versions of the bible in the 
vulgar tongue be permitted, except such as are approved by the 
Apostolic ~ee, or published with annotations extracted from the 
writings of holy fathers of the Church. 

We confidently hope that, in these turbulent circumstances, the 

Poles will give the clearest proofs of their attachment to the re- 
ligion of their ancestors; and, by your care, as well as that of the 
other Prelates of this kingdom, whem, on account of the stand they 
have wonderfully made for the depositary of the Faith, we con- 
gratulate in, the Lord, trusting that they all may very abundantly 
justify the opinion we have entertained of them. 
' It is moreover necessary, that you should transmit to us, as soon 
as possible, the Bible which Jacob Wuiek published in the Polish 
language with a commentary, as well as a copy of the edition of 
it lately put forth without those annotations, taken from the writings 
of the Holy Fathers of our Church, or other learned Catholics, with 
your opinion upon it; that thus, from collating them together, it 
may be ascertained, after mature investigation, that certain errors 
lie insidiously concealed therein, and that we may pronounce our 
judgment on this affair for the preservation of the true Faith. 

Continue, therefore, venerable Brother, to pursue this truly 
pious course upon which. you have entered ; viz. diligently to fight 
the battles of the Lord for the sound doctrine, and. warn: the people 
intrusted: to.your care, that they fall not into the snares which are 
prepared: for their everlasting ruin. ‘he «shurch demands this 
from you, as well as from the other Bishops, whom our Rescript 
equally concerns ; and we most.anxiously expect it, that the deep 
sorrow we feel on account of this new species of tares which an 
adversary has so abundantly sown, may, by this cheering hope, 
be somewhat alleviated : and we always very heartily invoke the 
choicest blessings upon yourself and your fellow Bishops, for the 
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good of the Lord’s flock, which we impart to you and them by 
our Apostolic benediction. 
Given at Rome, at St. Mary the Greater, June 29, 1816, 
the 17th year of our Pontificate. 
Pius P. P. VII. 


-—D+o— 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY CONVENTION. 

We have recently been favoured with a copy of a pamphlet con- 
taining the proceedings of the General Convention of the Baptist 
denomination in the United Stutes, at their first triennial meeting, 
held in Philadelphia from the 7th to the 14th May, 1817; to- 
gether with the third Annual Report of the Baptist Board of Fo- 
reign Missions for the United States. 

From this document, which is replete with matter of great in- 
terest to the general cause of missions, we shall give as copious 
extracts as our pages will admit. The members of that very re- 
spectable denomination in this country, treading in the footsteps 
of their worthy brethren in the old world, are displaying:a zeal 
and a liberality in furthering the propagation of the blessed gos- 
pel among the heathen, which does honour to their Christian cha- 
racter, and is highly deserving of imitation by the churches of the 
other Christian denominations in America. May this laudable ex- 
ample be instrumental in exciting in our countrymen, generally, 
more earnest solicitude and sympathy for the condition of the mil- 
lions of immortal souls perishing for lack of vision, not only in 
distant regions, but likewise on our own borders, and within our 
immediate reach ; and may it prompt to more extensive and efficient 
measures for supplying their spiritual wants than have ever yet 
been pursued on this side the Atlantic. 


ADDRESS. 

The Baprist Gener it Convention for Missionary purposes. as- 
sembled at their first triennial meeting in Philadelphia, to thetr 
immediate constituents, and to the Associations, Mission Socteties, 
Churches, and .eligious public throughout the United States, 
present Christian Salutations : 

With sentiments of the most ardent gratitude to the God of Mercy, 
the Convention has the pleasure of address'ng you. We have been 
permitted to enjoy an interview with each other, and to engage in 
the important consultations which our convening embraced, in the 
spirit of fraternal love. In the midst, and at the close of our de- 
liberations, the following lines were sung as descriptive of the com- 
mon feeling, 

“To! what an entertaining sight 
Are brethren that agrec ; 


Brethren whose cheerful hearts unite 
In bands of piety.” 
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It is peculiarly grateful when bodies, assembled to consult far 
the promotion of a kingdom through which peace shall flow like a 
river, find the same sacred stream enriching and cheering them- 
selves. It is deserving observation and thankfulness, that the lives 
of all our brethren who assembled three years ago have been gra- 
ciously preserved. 

The Convention has cause for rejoicing in observing, that the 
support necessary to carry their objects into full effect has increas- 
ed with each succeeding year. Funds, to an extent which the 
most sanguine anticipations had scarcely contemplated, have pour- 
ed into our treasury : their sources are not only active, but multi- 
plying. The reality of faith is best demonstrated by holy obedi- 
ence ; and, on the same principle, the sincerity of the professions 
ef the friends of Missions becomes unquestionable, when, like ships 
of Tarshish, they ‘* bring theirsilver and their gold with them unto 
the name of the Lord and to the Holy One of Israel.” The strict- 
est frugality, consistent with the magnitude of the design, becomes 
the Board in appropriating, and Missionaries in expending, the 
funds of the institution ; yet while this is sacredly observed, the 
vast extent of field which cries aloud for evangelic cultivation 
renders it in a manner impossible that funds can be excessive. 
** Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the 
Lord ?”’ 

The encouragements to incessant and vigorous endeavour are of 
the most animating description. A state of prosperity is promised 
to the church of Christ, which as yet she has not realized. All the 
families of the earth have not as yet been blessed in the Messiah. 
As yet, all the kindreds of the nations have not worshipped before 
him. Nations have not yet beaten their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks. The glory of the Lord is not 
yet revealed so as that all flesh may sce it together. The stone 
whith smote the image upon his feet has indeed become a great 
mountain, but has not as yet filled the whole earth. The Redeemer 
is lifted up from the earth, but as yet he has not drawn all men 
unto him, The kingdoms of this world have not yet become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and ofhis Christ ; but prophecy must be ac- 
complished. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but the word of 
the Lord shall not pass away. ‘‘If any ask, what prospect of ul. 
timate success is there? tell them,” says a pious and excellent 
Missionary, ‘‘ as much as there is that an Almighty and faithful 
God will perform his promises, and no more.” —Brethren, no more 
is needed. ‘*Hath He said, and shall he not do it ? Hath he spo- 
ken, and shall he not bring it to pass ?” 

The emotions and aims of the ministers and churches of Christ 
have recently experienced a new and glorious elevation. More 
anxious than ever for the progress of conversion and godliness in 
the churches to which they are united, they seem to hear the voice 
of the Lord addressing each, as he addressed Jeremiah—* See, I 
have this day set thee over the nations, and over the kingdoms, to 
build and to plant.’’ The spirit of the well-informed Christian is 
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no longer content with coasting expeditions ; it strikes, like a Co- 
lumbus, across the world of waters, and visits islands and continents 
remote. It is true that ‘‘the kingdom, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of 
the saints of the Most High,” but it will be given as was the land 
of Canaan to the Israelites, as the result of their dependence on an 
everlasting arm, and their active endeavours to lay hold of the 
promised possession. The language of heaven to Joshua is direct- 
ed to each of us: ‘* Have I not commanded thee ? Be strong and 
ef a good courage ; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”’ 

Exertions for extending the knowledge of Christ are not restrict- 
ed to any particular denomination of Christians. They are em- 
ployed, perhaps, by all who delight in the doctrine of the Cross ; 
not as the authority of Rome, which sent out its Jesuits to establish 
abroad an influence which was, at home, declining ; but at a time 
when their own vineyards are flourishing, the faithful followers of 
Christ are ardent to plant the gospel where his name is unknown. 
The Moravians have been long and laboriously engaged in this 
blessed work. The tndependent, the Presbyterian, the Episce- 
palian, and the Methodist, have successively been engaged, and 
are vieing with each other in this service of holy love. With hu- 
mility and thankfulness, it becomes our denomination to acknow- 
ledge the condescending attentions of the supreme Head of the 
Church. Jf he has blessed the example of our brethren of the 
Northamptonshire Association in England, to the general adoption 
of the first Monday in every month as a time of prayer for the 
spread of his gospel ; if he bas owned the ardours and toils of our 
brother Carey to the exciting of a holy passion for foreign mis- 
sions ; if he suggested to the mind of our brother Hughes the first 
idea of the British and Foreign Bible Society ; if he has succeeded 
exertion to the awakening of missionary zeal among our brethren in 
the United States, not unto us, not unto us, but unto the name of 
the Lord be the glory! 

The generous efforts of the Society we have just named, com- 
posed of Christians of every denomination, command universal ex- 
ultation and surprise. Their funds have been prodigious, and are 
increasing. ‘Their spirit, like that of the Lord they serve, has 
been humane, beneficent, and enlarged. ‘The blessings they have 
been enabled to impart will diffuse their influence through all the 
future generations of the world. ‘Uhousands existing, and tens ot 
thousands unborn, have presented, and will offer hallelujahs to the 
throne of heaven, for the means of information and grace which the 
British and Foreign Bible Society has so abundantly imparted, 
But while this wonderful Society has been doing much by its ex- 
erttons, it has scarcely donesless by itsexample. ‘I'he Protestant 
powers of Europe, and the colonies of Asia, are encouraging simi- 
lar institutions. America entered early into this course of holy 
charity. Upwards of a hundred Bible Societies are formed in the 
United States. About a year ago.a National Institution was com: 
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menced, bearing the name of the American Bible Society. Its 
course has been highly successful, and the prospects of extensive 
usefulness are fair and invigorating. !t appears the determination 
of the Lord to continue to honuur ‘ the word of his truth” as an 
instrument in the conversion of the souls of men. The facilities 
which Christian Missionaries must enjoy, in having the Scriptures 
translated into all the languages of our globe, must be incalculably 
great. ‘The labours of our beloved brethren at Serampore, in pro- 
moting this important o ject, will be long and gratefully remem- 
bered. ‘The isles have been waiting, for ages, for the law of the 
Lord. It is now gone forth. 

The Convention have heard with pleasure of the arrival of Mr. 
Hough and family, together with Mrs. White, in India; and that 
the former are now at Rangoon engaged with Mr. and Mrs. Judson 
in the work of the Lord. More Missionaries being importunately 
solicited in Burmah, the Board will have an opportunity of grati- 
fying our friends there, and of promoting the kingdom of the Mes- 
siah, by sending out two pious youths, whose minds have been di- 
rected to foreign missions, and who for the last two years have 
been enjoying the instructions of an able and excellent teacher, the 
Rev. Mr Chaplin, at Danvers, Massachusetts. They are well re- 
commended for their amiable dispositions, the uprightness of their 
conversation, the competency of their talents, and their devoted- 
ness to the service of the Lord Jesus. It is expected they will 
leave the land of their nativity, and sail for the spiritually benight- 
ed regions of Kurmab by some early conveyance. We are per- 
suaded you will help them by your fervent and repeated prayers. 

The ignorance, transgression, and misery with which our earth 
is covered, impressively call for the combined exertions of the 
people of God ; but the capacity of missionary establishments is 
necessarily restricted. It may be considered a question of diffi- 
culty, what sections of the dominion of the prince of darkness shall 
be first invaded ? tn some respects the section is of little moment, 
for the soul of man is every where stamped with an equal value. 
The spirit of foreign and domestic missions is one. It is as inca- 
pable of being divided as is the spirit of personal and social devo- 
tion. Regions where the darkness is grossest, and the means of 
illumination most remote, present a peculiar claim. The ques- 
tion, however, it is believed, has never been attended with practical 
émbarrassment. HE whostirs up his people to offer cheerfully of 
their substance, and his messengers to venture forth in his name, 
commonly points by the finger of his providence to the field for 
labour, as distinctly as he did in the apostolic age by impressive 
visions, or the immediate voice of his Holy Spirit. The kingdoms 
of Providence and grace are, by TNE HEIR OF ALL THINGS, con- 
trolled and harmonized. It was Providence confest that directed 
our English brethren to Serampore. It is Providence that bas 

laced before us the wretched’ natives of Burmah, and inspired the 
cry—‘‘ Christians of America, come over and belp us!’ ‘The in- 
teresting history of the settling of our brother Judson at Rangoon 
forbids a contrary conclusion. 


—_ 
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The same gracious direction which it becomes all Missionary 
Societies earnestly to solicit, and conscientiously to obey, is opening 
other spheres on our own continent. A respectable and well re- 
commended missionary, whom the Convention find pleasure in en- 
couraging the Board to adopt, has offered his services in New 
Orleans and its vicinity. In the south-western department of our 
union, the fields for missionary attempt are wide and promising. 
Impressions made in New Orleans and Louisiana may make way 
for the triumphs of redeeming grace, in the regions where the 
policy, avarice, and ambition of Cortez.and Pizarro strewed the 
plains with desolation and mortality. 

It is a circumstance remarkable and pleasing, that two young 
brethren have had,their minds seriously impressed with a convic- 
tion, that, if Divine Providence approved, it would become their 
duty to commence a Western mission. For upwards of the last 
twelve months they have been engaged in preparatory studies 
under the direction of the Baptist Education Society in Philadel- 
phia Their pulpit talents are in a high degree respectable, and 
have been welcomed among the churches of Christ where they 
have had opportunities of preaching in his name. The immediate 
sphere of action to which their minds have been directed, and 
which it is believed they may, with the approbation and encou- 
ragement of the Board, to advantage occupy, is the vicinity of St. 
Louis on the western banks of the Mississippi. A spiritual dearth 
there exists. A mission established in this part of our continent, 
extending itself to the Indians in the west, the Convention consi- 
der it their duty to encourage and support. 

It is pleasing to observe, that the minds of the churches and 
brethren in the western States have been strongly incited to this 
important object. The Convention has cause to rejoice in the 
indications of the advance of the work of the Lord afforded by the 
numerous applications for the missionary service. 

In contemplating the state of our Union, the Convention cannot 
suppress its joy on observing the Associations generally interesting 
themselves in the work of Missions. Means are usually propor- 
tioned to the magnitude of the objects which infinite intelligence 
designs to accomplish. The almost universal readiness discovered 
by one hundred and twenty or thirty Associations to encourage 
the service, and the lively zeal of the almost equally numerous 
and increasing missionary societies, intent on the salvation of the 
Heathen, justify the conclusion that the Head of the church is pre- 
paring to effect some glorious result. He who marshalled even the 
stars in their courses to fight against an opposing Sisera, is now 
marshalling his saints, that, through their instrumentality, the 
stratagems and energies of hell may be defeated. and ** the prince 
of this world be cast out.” if it be asked, why have missionary 
efforts been so long deferred ? We might answer by asking, why 
was the Reformation delayed so long ? or, why was not the idea of 
Bible Institutions, of Sunday schools, and of Tract societies, earlier 
conceived and brought into effciency? The trath geems to lie in 
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this single consideration. ‘‘ ‘To every thing there is a season, and 
a time to every purpose under the sun.’” Sometimes for reasotts 
which infinite wisdom approves and eternal rectitude will vindi- 
gate, the hand of God is hidden in his bbsom—while, at other sea- 
sons, it isrevealed. We have lived to see the period when * the 
Lord has made bare his holy arm in the. eyes of all the nations ;” 
when minor exhibitions of mercy lose their importance in a glory 
that excelleth. ‘* It is a light thing,” saith the Lord, ‘* that thou 
shouldest be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to pre- 
serve the restored of Israel ; I will also give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation to the ends of the 
earth.” 

The Convention has observed with abundant satisfaction, the 
cheeriul and liberal exertions of pious females. These have formed 
numerous societies, and in several instances sent their delegates, 
consisting for the most part of ministering brethren, to the general 
meeting. ‘They sincerely hope that such as have commenced this 
blessed service will abound in it more and more, and that many 
others will copy their luminous example. Every enlightened fe- 
male must know that where Christianity exists not, the character 
of woman is shamefully degraded. ur Lord, when on earth, 
welcomed the ministrations of holy women, and he welcomes them 
still. tt is prophesied ‘* the daughter of Tyre shall be there with 
a gift?” the daughters of America have already anticipated her 
offering. 

In perusing the recent accounts from our Missionary brethren in 
Asia, it is pleasing to observe that their labours are very much di- 
rected to the establishment of schools among the heathen, for the 
education of youth. This effort, the result of wisdom and experi- 
ence, promises extensive good. The attention of the juvenile 
mind is easily arrested. Prejudices against Christian teachers are 
destroyed in the blossom, and it may reasonably Le hoped, with 
the blessing of God, that the young offspring of idolaters, trained 
up in the way in which they should go, when old will not depart 
from it. While the Convention cordially approves, and heartily 
rejoices in the lovely project, they cannot forget that there are 
thousands of our youth in the United States that need similar in- 
structions. Sunday schools are multiplying in America.—lIt is 
most solemnly wished that you may feel the importance of such 
institutions, and that you endeavour to originate and support them 
to the utmost extent of your ability. 

The loss of a number of celebrated Grecian youth is by one of 
their orators compared to the loss of the buds of spring. Too much 
attention to the tuition of the rising generation can scarcely be paid. 
They are the buds from which future fruit is to be collected. It is 
boped that such as have it in their power will not conceive property 
iil-employed when used for this very important end. Such as can- 
not command funds for instruction ought to be taken under the 
zealous and faithful management of Sunday school establishments. 

To the subject of education, generally, the mind of the Conven- 
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tien has been scriously directed. They stated, in part, their ideas 
relative to this point in their first address. ‘They wish to recall 
your attention to this most interesting topic, particularly in rela- 
tion to such pious young men, as shall possess talents which pro- 
mise usefulness in the Word. ‘They are fully sensible, that, in 
relation to grace in the heart, a sacred necessity compelling to the 
work, and the valuable success that shall accompany pulpit labour, 
the Lord alone can make able ministers of the New Testament : 
but when they mark the advantages which those servants of the 
church enjoy who can read the lively oracles in their original lan- 
guages ; when they consider the improved, and rapidly improving 
state of society, in which the grammar of the English language is 
generally taught ; when they mark the zeal which other Christian 
societies are exercising on this subject, and the advantages which 
it secures thein ; when they consider how much literary assistance 
is desired by godly and intelligent young men, and the facility 
with which it may be obtained by a little, generous, and common 
exertion, they feel compelled, affectionately and importunately, to 
solicit your bounty and influence. A scheme in favour of educa- 
tion being introduced, the Convention were unanimous as to the 
importance of the subject, and left it in charge with the Board to 
give it that maturity and publicity which they shall approve. 
is hoped that something on this point will be speedily and vigor- 
ously attempted. [t is certain education may be abused, and so 
may health, and food, and civil liberty, and every blessing of 
earth and heaven ; but it is equally certain that it may be improv- 
ed for purposes profitable to the church of God, and conducive te 
the best interests of thousands. The difficulties on this subject felt 
by some pious brethren are, like vapours of the morning, vanish- 
ing. 

‘he agency employed within the United States by the Board, 
for giving birth and stability to Mission Societies, and efficient 
operation to a plan of systematic general intercourse, is fully ap- 
proved by the Convention. ‘They believe that the continuance of 
such an agency will be of signal use to the cause of God. 

When the royal prophet prayed, *‘ O Lord send out thy light and 
thy truth!’’ he subjoined the request, ‘ Jet it lead me and guide 
ine.”” Missionary endeavours will be of no avail to our personal 
welfare, without the spirit of individual! religion —Let family wor- 
ship be solemnly regarded. Remember, beloved friends, consci- 
entiously remember, the Sabbath day, tokeep it holy. Encourage 
prayer meetings, and especially the monthly prayer meeting for 
the spread of the Gospel. Walk worthy of God unto all well 
pleasing, and contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints. 

God of his mercy grant that when the Judge of all the earth shall 
appear, you and we may be accepted of him, ‘* not having on our 
ewn righteousness, which is of the law, but the righteousness which 
#3 of God by faith.” 

Yours affectionately, in the Gospel, 
RICHARD FORMAN, Pres: 
DANIEL 8HARP, Secretary. 





240 = Onthe vast consumption of ardent spirits. 


If it be admitted that the quantity of ardent spirits consumed avi- 
nually in the United States cost forty-five millions, (an estimate 
probably too small,) and that the population of the states be nine 
millions, this sum would average five dollars to every individual in 
the union in ten years, allowing the expense to continue the 
Same, it would amount to /50,000,0°0 dollars ; and in 100 years 
it would be increased to 4,500,000,000 dollars; a sum equal to 
the whole valuation of the several states in eighteen hundred and 
ten. 

But to bring the subject nearer home—the item of expense for 
the above article, in a town containing 1500 inhabitants, would be 
4,500 dollars ; about double the amount of ordinary taxes of all 
descriptions, which is now considered a heavy burden. Or, in 
other words, we cheerfully pay twice as much for the purchase of 
spirits, as we do for the eduation of youth, support of the poor, and 
other town expenses. 

-t is not, however, granted that the people in all parts of the coun- 
try are equally addicted to intemperance. We believe this vice 
does not prevail to the same extent in New England as it does in the 
western and southern states. Still it is an evil of the first magni- 
tude fron Maine to Georgia. And we would seriously inquire if 
mothing can be done to check its progress? By spirited exertions 
many families might be recovered from approaching ruin, and 
multitudes of individuals might be snatched from plunging in the 
fatal gulph, and be restored to their friends, their relations, and te 
the public. It cannot be expected that a few scattered indivi- 
duals, nor small and distant societies will avail much in effecting 
a reformation. Intemperance is a vice of long standing, and has 
become deep rooted. When the use of spirituous liquors is dis- 
countenanced y the public generally—when drunkards are treated 
with that contempt they merit—when all sober persons, particu- 
larly christians, bear testimony, not only in words, but in conduct, 
against those scenes of confusion and revelling which commonly 
takes place un public days, and when these exertions are second- 
ed by magistrates in the execution of the laws, then, and not before, 
can we rationally hope the plague will be stayed. Portland Gaz. 


—»[_o+co— 
Masonic Liberality. 

At the last annual communication of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Vermont, it was resolved to forward. to the Ame:ican 
Bible Soci ty sixty dollars, for the purpose of constituting the Rev, 
Jonatuan Ney, of New-Fane, Grand Chaplain of said State, &c. 
and the Rev. Enrnezer H: weary, of randon, past Grand Chap- 
lain—members of the said Society for life. 

—> oe> 

The Female Cent Society of Hanover (N. J.) have sent thirty 
dollars to the treasurer of the American ". S. to constitute the 
Rev. Mr. Condit, their pastor, a member for life. 














